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est responsibility, for fear he shall in some way compro-
mise himself, yet he is covetous of all honors. He wishes
the navy yard here. I should be willing to put him al-
most anywhere, were I to remain. As it is, will make no
change. Rear-Admiral Bailey called last evening. He also
wants the navy yard; has been intriguing for it through
McCulloch, who is a family connection. Not being suc-
cessful, now asks me to introduce him to the President.
I understand his object. Told him there were others de-
sirous of the place who never yet had a navy yard. But
he is regardless of the rights of others when they conflict
with his objects and wishes. He has been much favored and
has little gratitude.

December 17, Thursday.

December 18, Friday. Browning read parts of reports
on different railroads. The Government and people have
been terribly swindled and plundered by schemers. Con-
gress has been lavish in subsidies, grants, corporations
to favorites, and all sorts of favors for party ends. These
are some of the means by which the prerogatives and rights
of the Executive have been crippled and the character of
the government changed.

Seward read part of a memorandum concerning troubles
in Corea and the project of a treaty with that country,
which cannot at this time be effected, I said we were better
without a treaty than with one; that the case of the General
Sherman, which had been destroyed in the Ping-Yang
River, called for no action by the Government, This whole
subject has been investigated by the naval authorities
on that station and reported upon. The object of Seward
is, I perceive, the future. He avails himself of naval in-
formation to place on record a statement of the facts, as if
the results of reports to him and of his investigation.

December 19, Saturday.  There has been some discus-